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Easter Day.
[A.D. 17
marked,' Boswell sat with me till night; we had some se ous talk1.' It also appears from the same record, that af I left him he was occupied in religious duties, in ' givi Francis, his servant, some directions for preparation to co municate; in reviewing his life, and resolving on bet conduct V The humility and piety which he discovers such occasions, is truely edifying. No saint, however, in t course of his religious warfare, was more sensible of the \ happy failure of pious resolves, than Johnson. He said c day, talking to an acquaintance on this subject,' Sir, Hell paved with good intentions8.'
On Sunday, April 16, being Easter Day, after having tended the solemn service at St. Paul's4, I dined with ] Johnson and Mrs. Williams.    I maintained that Horace v wrong in placing happiness in Nil admirari*, for that
thoughts which is practised in free and easy conversation, wh suspicion is banished by experience, and emulation by benevolen where eveiy man speaks with no other restraint than unwillingn to offend, and hears with no other disposition than desire to pleased.' In The Idler, No. 34, he says ' that companion will be oft est welcome whose talk flows out with inoffensive copiousness £ unenvied insipidity.' He wrote to Mrs. Thrale:—'Such tattle filled your last sweet letter prevents one great inconvenience of sence, that of returning home a stranger and an inquirer. The vai tions of life consist of little things. Important innovations are sc heard, and easily understood. Men that meet to talk of physicks metaphysicks, or law or history, may be immediately acquainted, look at each other in silence, only for want of petty talk upon slij occurrences.' Pioszi Letters, i. 354.
1  Pr. and Med. p. 138.    BOSWELL.
2  This line is not, as appears, a quotation, but an abstract of p. of Pr. and Mcd.
3  This is a proverbial sentence.  ' Hell,' says Herbert,' is full of gc meanings and wishings.' Jacula Prudentum, p. n, edit. 1651. MALO;
* Boswell wrote to Temple:—' I have only to tell you, as my divi
that I yesterday received the holy sacrament in St. Paul's Church, i
was exalted in piety.'   It was in the same letter that he mentioi
.' Asiatic multiplicity' (ante, ii. 403, note).   Letters of JBosweZl, p. 189,
5          ' Nil admirari prope res est una, Numici,
Solaque, quae possit facere et servare beatum.'
Horace, Epis. i. 6. i thoug
9 In T/tt' AVi///Mv, N'o. H«j, Johnhou writes of ' that inttrrchan^e oi
